One could expect from a book entitled Sustainable Mountain Development something like a textbook, a state of knowledge available on this topic, or even a sum of detailed experiences and a selection of best practices. But that is definitely not what this book is about. Under this general title, Jack Ives gives us a very personal account of mountain research, international events, and advocacy for the last half century.
The account is personal in many ways. For one thing, it traces the very singular geographical and professional itinerary of a scientist particularly active during the second half of the last century. Last but not least, if Ives's book is indeed a personal account of mountain research and scientific and political encounters, it is also much more. Ives constantly addresses major environmental issues in mountain regions, from deforestation to glacier melting, from poverty to social marginalization. He reminds us that from the 1980s up to the present he has stuck to careful research on these topics, but he also reminds us that this deontology sometimes implied the need to ''challenge the presumptions of dominant international authorities'' (p 113). As a matter of fact, he recalls how his personal involvement in the critic of dominant analysis of Himalayan deforestation and floods in the Ganges plain and delta led to the publication of The Himalayan Dilemma (Ives and Messerli 1989) . Attentive to how present-day environmental issues are echoed in newspapers, the Internet, and the international arena, he reformulates his critique of ''the melodramatic reactions to potential mountain hazards'' (p 253) and of ''outrageous and alarmist exaggerations, even to the point of deliberate falsification'' (p 261). His willingness to stick to facts and keep away from ideology is well expressed in the subtitle of the book: Getting the Facts Right. Here lies the tour de force of this book: Ives manages to deliver clear and accurate information on MountainMedia Mountain Research and Development (MRD) An international, peer-reviewed open access journal published by the International Mountain Society (IMS) www.mrd-journal.org mountain ecosystems and livelihoods, and to promote sustainable development around the world, through a personal journey through time and space, without falling into the multiple traps-such as excessive subjectivity or the temptation of embellishing the past-that always threaten the writing of personal narratives.
